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Review: Orchestra of the
Academy of Santa Cecila /
Pappano and MIO’s A Fantastic
Bohemian

Orchestra of The Academy of Santa Cecila/Pappano and MIO's A Fantastic Bohemian

Grimeborn Opera Festial, back for its 12th year at Dalston's Arcola Theatre, is firmly
established as one of London’s leading alternative opera festivals. Taking its name as a Most read in Theatre
playful dig at posh Glyndebourne, over the years the area has become less grimy and
the repertoire more discriminating in combining new versions of classic operas and
contemporary works.
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A case in point is A Fantastic Bohemian from Opera MIO, which brings a Mexican slant to Seaweed reduces

Offenbach’s fantastic opera The Tales Of Hoffmann. I’ diabetes risk, boosts
\ heart health and fights

The “immersive opera experience” is adapted and directed by Marfa Inés Olmedo, who fell in
love with opera growing up in Mexico City.

cancer

The original setting is relocated from a Nuremberg tavern in the late 1880s to a dance hall in
Mexico in the golden cinema age of the 1940s.

Jane McDonald on
terrifying moment she
thought she was going
to die filming Cruising
2021

As you enter the Arcola's colourful cafe you can spot a Frida Kahlo lookalike (Daniela Cristo
Mantilla) drinking at the bar while a four-piece band led by pianist Juliane Gallant plays
Offenbach’s overture with a Mexican swing under neon lights.

Prince William says
Kate is getting him
into Monty Don so he
can bond with his dad
Charles

RELATED ARTICLES

~' ~

Red list countries:
Turkey added to UK
banned travel list -
FULL list

BREAKING
Classical review: BBC Prom 61 by ‘We'll make best of Brexit!" British

Oslo Philharmonic conductor hails UK opportunity China rocket crash:

What time will China's
rocket come back to

From there we trip upstairs to the studio for the first act in which the bibulous poet Hoffmann Earth?
falls in love with the mechanical doll Olympia, created by the scientist Spalanzani (Lawrence

Olsworth-Peter).
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Soprano Lucy Mellors, playing the three women whom Hoffmann loves and loses, is superb as
the automaton and disintegrates convincingly.

We adjourn to the downstairs theatre in the second and third acts for the tale of fragile Antonia,
who dies of heart failure while singing, and courtesan Giulietta, who seduces and then spurns
Hoffmann.

@) Minarizaad || 600
Eduard Mas Bacardit is endearing as the hapless Hoffmann and Ed Ballard makes a suitably
sinister Nemesis who stalks the poet and destroys each love. ﬁ
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Meriel Cunningham is the patient Muse/Nickolassa constantly warning Hoffmann of impending
disaster.

Great fun and a refreshing new take on that most adaptable of composers. The Festival runs to

August 26. . ‘ Rachel Riley suffers X-
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Directora mexicana debutara Londres

Maria Inés Olmedo presentara una nueva version de la dpera "Un bohemio fantéstico", inspirada en
"Los Cuentos de Hoffmann”

La directora mexicana de teatro, Mara Inés Olmedo explicd que siempre ha tenida un amor por La dpera. Foto: Natimex

CULTURA | c3/o8/2008 | x Actualizada @ 10:81
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La directora mexicana de teatro, Maria Inés Olmedo, hard su

debut en Londres con la 6pera “Un bohemio fantdstica”, una Oplnlon
nueva version inspirada en México de "Los Cuentos de 34,10 RFSERVA
ffr \ del positor del siglo XIX q ffenbach Periodistas EL

UNIVERSAL
En entrevista con Notimex, Olmedo explicéd que siempre ha .
7 Los comprado-

tenido un amor por la épera y con est? puesta en escena busca res de silencio
acercar la 6pera a las nuevas generaciones,

“Comao siempre tuve este amor por la dpera y siempre me habia Arlequin

parecido un arte inf:relblcrnente magico quise algan dia traer a ) Dos afios de
las nuevas generaciones a la dpera”, gracia al gobierno
de AMLO

El espectaculo que se estrena mafana sabado acuparé tres
espacios del conocido Teatro Arcola en el este de esta ciudad,
en una experiencia en la que los espectadores viajardn de un

® 9 ©

espacio a otro acompafando a Hoffmann, el personaje central Carlos Loret de
de la dpera de Offenbach. Mola
. 2Qué quiere el
La 6pera se lleva a cabo durante los afics de |a época de oro presidente con el
del cine y uno de los ios principales esta Ejército?

inspirado en el salén Los Angeles, por lo que se presentard un
arreglo nuevo que incluye danzén, para recordar al gran
compositor Agustin Lara, entre otros personajes mexicanos”,
explicd Olmedo,

Marcela Gémez
Zalce

Linea 12 y la di-
mensién

La directora fue praductora de teatro en México durante seis
(des)conocida

afios antes de estudiar una maestria en Direccion de Teatro en la
prestigiosa “Royal Central School of Speech and Drama®, de esta
ciudad.

*Toda mi investigacién fue como puedo adaptar formatos Mario Maldonado
contemporaneos al formato tradicional de la épera y un peco es 2 Interjet: sin
romper las reglas para mantener la tradicién de la éperay llevar  acuerdo con el
al espectador al centro de la accion dramatica”, sefiald la SAT y van por Del
gi N Valle

irectora mexicana.

Olmedo sefialé que con este nuevo proyecto busca crear una 2| 0 PLOMO
nueva manera de ver la épera y cambiar la experiencia para las Alejandro Hope

nuevas generaclones para hacerla mas incluyente, accesible y El Giiero Palma y
relevante. los usos de la
prision

La obra se inspira en personajes mexicanos como la promotora
de las artes de los afios 20 del siglo pasado, Antonieta Rivas Te
Mercado, v la pintora Frida Kahlo.

Esta nueva version en inglés transportard a la audiencia
lendinense al México de los afios 40, donde conoceran a Kahlo y
danzon tradici en Saldn MIO (inspirado en el
Salén Los in(olu de la Ciudad de México), mientras que el
poeta Hoffmann cuenta la historia de sus tres grandes amores.

b

La 6pera se presenta en el Teatro Arcola los dias 4, 5, 11 y 12 de Una inversién en Coca Cola podria darte
agoesto con un elenco de siete cantantes de 6pera de Inglaterray un salario extra

Espafia, asi como un equipo internacional.

En 2018, Olmedo estrend su primera produccion de dpera “La
Voz Humana" en El Palacio de Bellas Artes, con la soprano Maria
Katzarava, y ha trabajado con directores como Enrique Singer,
David Olguin, Antonio Castro y Gabriela Mufioz.
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Opera vanguardista en Londres, pero a la
mexicana

A FAN]T

La directera Maria Inés Olmede debuta en el Arcola Theatre con una version a la

de |a dpera 'Los cuentos de Hoffman', donde recrea el Salér

iSTie

BOHEMIAN

'Un bohemio fantastico
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Opera dirigida por Maria Inés Olmedo (Especial)

AGENCIA NOTIMEX

Londres / 03.08.2018 17:13:14

La directora mexicana de teatro Marfa Inés Olmedo debuta este fin de
semana en Londres con la 6pera Un bohemio fantdstico, version
vanguardista de Los Cuentos de Hoffmann pero muy a la mexicana, con
una recreacién del Salén Los Angeles, la aparicion de Frida Kahlo,
Antonieta Rivas Mercado, danzén y misica de Agustin Lara.

Te recomendamos: Ya basta de camisas de fuerza: Ari Telch vuelve con 'D
“Mente'

En entrevista la también productora teatral explicé que con esta puesta en
escena busca acercar la 6pera a las nuevas generaciones: “Como siempre
(uve este amor por la 6pera y siempre me habia parecido un arte
increiblemente mégico, quise algtn dia traer a las nuevas generaciones a la
Gpera”.

El espectdculo que se estrena el saibado forma parte del ciclo Grimeborn
Opera Festival 2018 del Arcola Theatre, y se desarrolla sobre tres espacios
del conocido teatro, en el este londinense, en una experiencia en la que los
espectadores viajardn de un espacio a otro acompaiando a Hoffmann, el
personaje central de la 6pera del compositor del siglo XIX Jacques
Offenbach.

El Teatro Arcola, en el este londinense (Especial)

“La Gpera se lleva a cabo durante los afios de la época de oro del cine
mexicano v uno de los espacios principales estd inspirado en el Salén Los
Angeles, por lo que se presentard un arreglo nuevo que incluye danzén,
para recordar al gran compositor Agustin Lara, entre otros personajes
mexicanos”, explico Olmedo.

Olmedo produjo teatro en México durante seis afios antes de estudiar una

maestria en Direccién de Teatro en la prestigiosa Royal Central School of

Speech and Drama, de la capital britdnica.



"Toda mi investigacion fue sobre como se pueden adaptar formatos
contempordneos al formato tradicional de la 6pera, es un poco romper las
reglas para mantener la tradicion de la 6pera y llevar al espectador al centro
de la accién dramdtica”, senal6 la directora, cuya labor en México se
caracteriz6 por esa bisqueda de aproximaciones novedosas al espectdculo

escénico.

Olmedo sefialé que con este nuevo proyecto busca crear una nueva manera
de ver la 6pera, de cambiar esa experiencia para las nuevas generaciones y
hacerla mas incluyente, accesible y relevante.

et GRIMEBORN

Opera Festiva 2018

I

Promocional de la temporada (arcolatheatre.com)

La obra se inspira en personajes mexicanos como la promotora de las artes
de los afios veinte del siglo pasado, Antonieta Rivas Mercado, y la pintora
Frida Kahlo.

Esta nueva version en inglés transportara a la audiencia londinense al
México de los afios cuarenta, donde conocerdn a Kahlo y escuchardn
danzén tradicional en Salén MIO (inspirado en el Salén Los Angeles de la
Ciudad de México), mientras que el poeta Hoffmann cuenta la historia de

sus tres grandes amores.

La 6pera se presenta en el Teatro Arcola los dias 4,5, 11 y 12 de agosto con
un elenco de siete cantantes de 6pera de Inglaterra y Espaiia, asi como un
equipo internacional.

En 2016, Olmedo estrend su primera produccién de 6pera La Voz

Humana en El Palacio de Bellas Artes, con la soprano Maria Katzarava, y ha
trabajado con directores como Enrique Singer, David Olguin, Antonio
Castro y Gabriela Muiioz.

m Arcola Theatre ,
e @ arcolatheatre

Transport yourself to Mexico City in the Golden Cinema
Age, as @opera_mio turn Offenbach's 'opéra fantastique'
into an immersive musical experience! I’}

#AFantasticBohemian is an epic evening travelling through
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A Fantastic Bohemian

Don't miss this incredible immersive opera experience performed across three
spaces at Arcola Theatre during Grimeborn Festival

9 AUG 2018

Whatever you think of opera, the annual Grimebarn Festival will make you think Soring 20211
sgsin. This summer it brings sn impressive line-up of bold new versions of classic pring ssue
operas, along with rarely-seen and long-forgotten warks, and brand new pieces
from the most exciting international up-and-coming compasers, musicians and
companies to the Arcola Theatre in east London.

The highlight of the programme, however, which runs until 26th A

gust, is
without doubt A Fantastic Bohemian, the first production of Opera MIO,
founded in London by Mexican artistic directar and producer Maria Inés Olmeda
Opara MIO reimagines the operatic experience for the 21st century hy pashing
the bounda

introducing contemporary theatre practices.

Not only incerested in introducing a new way to experience opera and classical Subscribe he

music, Olmed also aims to produce work that promaotes a strong intercultural

of what apera is and can be. by bresking down traditions and

relationship between Mexico and the UK. forming diverse incernational teams to
create prachictions that cut acrass cultural and geographical barders,

Based on Jacques Offenhachs ‘apéra fantastique’ The Tales of Hoffmann, A
Fantastic Bohemian is a tantalising new abridged Fnglish-language production,
which transports you to Mexico City during the Golden Cinema Age of the 1940s,
mixing Offenbach’s music with traditional ‘Danzén’

’;\\‘ Opera MI0 & Co Prodectives F

w A FANTASTIC
BOHEMIAL

GRIMEBORN Arcols Theatre
Ath, 5th, lith & 12th oi August 24 Astwin St Dalston, Loadoa, ES-DL
Saturdays: Pre-show H:00 Shaw 14:30 Thckets at www.arcokaheatre com
Sundays: Pre-show 15:30 Show 16:00 O
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Ed Ballard,
e Olsworth

.t Hoffmann, played
by Eduard Mas Bacardit, on a journey to uncaver the mysteries of his three lost

Robert Barharo, Meriel Cunningham, Stuart Orme and Lawr

Peter, the audience is invited to join the great bahemian 3

loves.

Accor

jed by live piano, cello, violin and clarinet, you will step into Salsn MIO,
inspired by Mexico's most emblematic dance hall Salon Los Angeles, where vice,
loves, death and passion are fused across three spaces throughout one enticing
evening

colatheatre.com
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Olmedo: her opera production opens today.

Mexican director’s Kahlo-inspired
opera opens today in London

‘What do you think?
Maria Inés Olmedo’s A Fantastic Bohemian will run for two weeks THE STORY: With 6 weeks to go,
Published on Satuday, August 4, 2018 Morena hoids strong lead in race for
Chamber of Deputies

ooopn >

o Elections are a month off:
A Mexican theater director will make her deb\jlt in London this weekend with ;I;Illlra::;., m’:‘:‘:
a Mexico-inspired opera based on Jacques Offenbach’s The Tales of Hoffman. majority in the lower

house of Congress?

Maria Inés Olmedo's A Fantastic Bohemian will open today for 2 two-wecekend D ves
run concluding August 12 at the Arcola Theatre in the English capital. D Ne
Described as “a unique, immersive opera experience, performed across three m

spaces” the opera features appearances from fictional versions of the
renowned 20th-century artist Frida Kahlo and intellectual and arts patron .
View Resuls

Antonicta Rivas Mercado.

Olmedo told the news agency Notimex that the audience will accompany the
protagonist Hoffman on a very different journey to that he takes in the

opera's original version. FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES

“The opera takes place during the golden age of Mexican cinema and one of Enter Amount to convert

the main spaces is inspired by the [Mexico City dance hall] Salén Los Angeles. From

Consequently, a new arrangement that includes danzén will be presented to USE - United States Do v
remember the great composer Agustin Lara, among other Mexican To

. N MXN - Mexican Peso v
characters,” she said.

1USD = 19.96 MXN
Olmedo explained that one of the aims of her new production is to introduce

opera to a new, younger audience by making the art form more inclusive,

Feeme Qntaby Xignhtn  mam s

accessible and relevant.

“Because I've always had this love for opera and it has always seemed to me
an incredibly magical art, I wanted someday to bring new generations [of
people] to the opera,’ she said.

The Arcola Theatre website says the production “pushes the boundaries of
the opera experience, breaking down established physical and conceptual
walls and introducing contemporary theater practices to the art form."

The director previously worked in theater in Mexico for six years before
moving to London to study a master’s degree in directing at the prestigious
Royal Central School of Speech and Drama.

“All my research was [focused on] how to adapt contemporary formats to the
traditional format of opera,” Olmedo explained.

“Alittle bit of it is breaking the rules in order to maintain the tradition of
opera but [also] to take the audience member to the center of the dramatic
action,” she added.

‘The opera is performed in English and has a cast of seven singers from
England and Spain backed by an international production team.

The audience can expect an opera experience “where vice, love, death and
passion all mingle throughout one epic evening!” the theater website said.

“Join the great Bohemian artist Hoffman on a journey to uncover the mystery
of his three lost loves . ..~

Olmedo presented her first opera production — The Human Voice — at
Mexico City’s Palacio de Bellas Artes (Palace of Fine Arts) in 2016.

Source: Notimex (sp)
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